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THANK YOU TO THE SPONSORS AND PARTNERS 
OF THE 13TH JARMILA NOVOTNÁ FESTIVAL

Sponsors

The 2024 Jarmila Novotná Festival was held under the auspices of the Minister of Culture, Mgr. Martin Baxa, 
and the Governor of the Central Bohemian Region, Mgr. Petra Pecková.

Media partners



Over the past year, we commemorated two significant 
anniversaries: 30 years since the passing of Jarmila 
Novotná, a world-renowned opera star, a remarkable figure,  
a dedicated patriot and one of Liteň’s most celebrated 
residents, as well as the 700th anniversary of the first 
mention of the town of Liteň.
On the following pages, you will have the opportunity to see 
how we honored these two major anniversaries through our 
activities.
Perhaps the most emotional moment was the gathering at the 
Daubek family tomb, a significant cultural monument in Liteň, 
which was reopened after a decade. Unfortunately, George, 
the son of Jarmila Novotná, could not attend in person but 
sent a heartfelt greeting, from which I would like to quote 
here: „I deeply regret that I could not personally join all the 
residents of Liteň for some of the celebratory activities in this 
remarkable year. Until recently, I hoped it would be possible, 
but unfortunately, I have realized that what my mind wishes 
does not always align with what my body allows at my age. 
However, I am certain that I will return to Liteň once more. The 
tomb of our family will be my final stop. If anything changes, 
I will definitely let you know, as I would love to greet you all 
personally and raise a glass in the year marking 30 years since 
my mother‘s passing and 700 years of Liteň, a place where my 
family played a significant role for almost 175 years.“

I personally believe that this year’s activities would have 
greatly pleased both George and his mother, Jarmila Novotná, 
but I will let you judge for yourselves!
Thank you for your support!

MESSAGE FROM THE FESTIVAL  
DIRECTOR

Ivana Leidlová 





This year’s festival opened with the fourth 
nationwide gathering and musical showcase 
for students, educators, artists, and the public, 
all united by their passion for the French horn.  
The Liteň Horn Days were led by Czech 
Philharmonic players and, for the first time, gained 
the title „Spring Horn Academy of the Czech 
Philharmonic.“

Throughout the showcase, professional 
musicians shared their expertise and supported  
the participants in improving their skills.  
The workshops were led by Czech Philharmonic 
horn players Jan Vobořil, Jindřich Kolář, Kateřina 
Javůrková, and Hana Sapáková, who also 
presented a workshop on mental training and 
fostering a healthy musical environment.

The masterclasses were complemented with  
an exhibition of brass instruments by Brass 
Studio Prague. All participant concerts were open  
to the public, including the Sunday concert by 
the Czech Trumpet Choir in the chateau park, 
conducted by Philharmonic member Petr Duda. 
The weekend concluded with awards for the best 
performances.

SPRING HORN ACADEMY OF 
THE CZECH PHILHARMONIC
13. – 14. 4. 2024 





A captivating experience in the packed hall 
of Čechovna in Liteň, the Czech Philharmonic 
Hornists Gala showcased a diverse program.  
The performers—Jan Vobořil, Kateřina Javůrková, 
Hana Sapáková, Jindřich Kolář, and Mikuláš 
Koska—excelled on the French horn, accompanied 
by pianists Alena Grešlová and Jana Jechová.

Highlights included a masterful quartet from  
the symphonic poem From Bohemia’s Woods and 
Fields and a hunting aria by an unknown composer, 
performed on Wagner tubas. The near-theatrical 
performance by Kateřina Javůrková, recognized 
internationally for her exceptional talent and 
unique interpretations, added a vibrant touch.

CZECH PHILHARMONIC 
HORNISTS GALA
13. 4. 2024





At the end of May, Liteň hosted a day-long 
celebration of Jarmila Novotná, marking  
30 years since her passing. The event, also part  
of the 700th-anniversary celebrations of the town  
of Liteň, attracted hundreds of visitors.

REOPENING OF THE DAUBEK 
FAMILY TOMB

The commemoration day featured a tour  
of the usually inaccessible Daubek family tomb, 
a lecture by Filip Wittlich on its history and  
a concert by young horn players, some of whom 
had participated in the Liteň Horn Days. They 
performed selections from Bedřich Smetana’s  
My Country in an original arrangement for eight 
horns.

JARMILA NOVOTNÁ 
COMMEMORATION DAY 
25. 5. 2024





The day culminated in an evening concert 
held in the rustic barn of the Liteň chateau. 
Demonstrating that even a raw former agricultural 
building can serve as an exceptional venue, 
the event featured acclaimed musicologist and 
journalist Dita Hradecká as host. The Kühn Choir 
of Prague, conducted by Jakub Pikla, along with 
soloists Helena Mihaľová, Ondřej Benek, and Aleš 
Hendrych, received thunderous applause.

The program included works by leading Czech 
composers whose music was cherished by Jarmila 
Novotná, such as Dvořák’s Moravian Duets and 
Smetana’s The Bartered Bride. The repertoire was 
enriched by Josef Suk’s Three Songs for Mixed 
Choir and Jaroslav Ježek’s Four Female Choruses.

Pianist Kateřina Ochmanová and cellist Judita 
Škodová added to the exceptional atmosphere  
of the evening.

TRIBUTE TO 
JARMILA NOVOTNÁ
25. 5. 2024









Joy and creativity filled the grounds of the Liteň 
Chateau during the popular nationwide festival  
of elementary art schools, ZUŠ Open. Musical, 
dance, and theatrical performances brought  
the chateau park, Čechovna, and the newly opened 
chateau barn to life. The event featured choirs, 
skilled big bands, string orchestras, soloists and 
dancers. Highlights included a theater performance  
and a festive piano concert.

The vibrant program was complemented by 
exhibitions of visual art in the orangery and sala 
terrena, along with photo projections inside  
the chateau. This year’s event involved  
11 elementary art schools and attracted more than 
1,500 visitors.

ZUŠ OPEN - ART SCHOOLS 
OPEN OF THE CENTRAL 
BOHEMIAN REGION  
26. 5. 2024





A four-day art plein-air, focused on the work  
of Max Pirner, was held to mark the 170th 
anniversary of his birth and the 100th anniversary 
of his death. During the plein-air, amateur artists 
drew inspiration from Pirner‘s works. Pirner was 
chosen for this artistic weekend not by chance; he 
left an indelible mark in Liteň with his decoration  
of the Daubek family tomb.

Under the expert guidance of Monika Švec 
Sybolová from the National Gallery in Prague 
and artistic supervision by renowned Czech 
painter and graphic artist Jakub Špaňhel, a series  
of large-format paintings and delicate watercolors 
were created, inspired by the chateau, church and  
the Daubek family tomb.

ART PLEIN-AIR WORKSHOP
MAX PIRNER: 
LOVE, THOUGHT, AND LIFE
4.–7. 7. 2024





At the conclusion of the plein-air, a lecture was 
held in the chateau‘s stable, titled Max Pirner and 
Liteň, where Monika Švec Sybolová spoke about 
Pirner‘s time in Liteň and his artistic work for  
the Daubek family.

This was followed by the vernissage of the plein-air 
art works: Max Pirner: Love, Thought, and Life in 
the chateau‘s orangery. The public was presented 
with large-format paintings created using  
the print-on-canvas technique, small watercolors, 
and drawings from the interior of the church which 
connected historical values with the present day. 
The vernissage attracted art enthusiasts from  
the all over the Czech Republic.

LECTURE AND VERNISSAGE  
7. 7. 2024





The Vocal Masterclasses have been held at Liteň 
Chateau in collaboration with leading opera singing 
lecturers since 2014, marking their eleventh year in 
2024. In early September, talented singers gathered 
once again at Liteň Chateau to improve their skills 
under the guidance of the excellent Czech lecturer 
and former renowned opera singer Prof. Dr. Helena 
Kaupová, American vocal coach; conductor and 
pianist Kamal Khan; and vocal coach and pianist 
Ahmad Hedar. The Masterclasses of the Jarmila 
Novotna Festival in Liteň are known for their 
intensive teaching approach with an emphasis 
on individual attention. The lecturers worked with  
the same group of young singers as last year. 
During the courses, the participants deepened 
their skills in singing, interpretation and acting.

THE MASTERCLASSES  
OF THE JARMILA NOVOTNA 
FESTIVAL
2.–7. 9. 2024





The staged performance of the most famous 
arias, duets, and ensemble pieces from Mozart‘s 
operas Don Giovanni and The Marriage of Figaro  
by young singers and a quartet in the chateau 
barn attracted several hundred spectators and 
was completely sold out. The concert, titled 
Mozart‘s Suitors, showcased Mozart‘s most 
significant „male lovers“ and was dramaturgically 
prepared by Prof. Dr. Helena Kaupová, with 
orchestral direction conducted by Kamal Khan.  
The evening was hosted with wit and charm by actor  
Matěj Převrátil. A large space and stage in 
the newly renovated chateau barn – a rustic 
agricultural building decorated with large-format 
photographs by Jarmila Novotná – were prepared 
for the performance. The audience praised  
the excellent vocal and acting performances  
of Mozart‘s characters – angry, passionate, 
romantic, and seductive.

GALA MOZART‘S SUITORS 
7. 9. 2024









On the first Sunday of Advent, prestigious guests 
accepted an invitation to Liteň Chateau. With  
Jiří Suchý and Jitka Molavcová, accompanied  
by the Semafor Theatre orchestra conducted 
by Jiří Svoboda, a magical atmosphere filled 
Čechovna hall. Throughout the evening, music 
intertwined with poetry and elegant humor. Songs 
were performed that transported the audience  
to the glorious era of the Semafor Theatre, 
including the famous Christmas Purpura. Jiří 
Suchý, a figure who has held a place in school 
textbooks for decades, was rewarded with  
a several-minute standing ovation. The concert 
was a beautiful conclusion to the 13th Season  
of the Jarmila Novotná Festival.

ADVENT CONCERT
1. 12. 2024 







This year, a number of events were held in Liteň, 
organized or participated in by the non-profit 
organization Zámek Liteň, z.s. 

- Witches‘ Night
- Liteň Run
- Farewell to Summer – 700 Years of the Town  
  of Liteň
- Exhibition of Historical Photographs of Liteň
- Beroun Region – 1st Conference on Tourism

OTHER ACTIVITIES 
OF THE ASSOCIATION OF 
CHATEAU LITEŇ



THE ASSOCIATION  
OF CHATEAU LITEŇ

The non-profit organization The Association  
of Chateu Liteň aims to restore and elevate  
the name, musical and moral legacy of the world-
renowned opera singer, famous personality, and 
great patriot Jarmila Novotná, as well as the Czech 
noble family of Daubek, who once managed and 
inhabited the estate in Liteň. Due to historical 
circumstances, their names were nearly forgotten 
in our country, which they so loved and for which 
they did so much. The Association of Chateu Liteň 
seeks to fulfill this goal through the following 
initiatives: 

 Organizing the multi-genre Jarmila Novotná  
   Festival 

  Collecting, preserving and presenting valuable  
 artifacts related to Jarmila Novotná and the  
   Daubek family

   Initiating new creative projects in various cultural  
   fields

   Supporting young artists across artistic genres

   Preserving, restoring, and presenting the cultural  
   monuments of Liteň Chateau

    Supporting and engaging in community projects  

The Advisory Board of the 
Association of the Chateau 
Liteň 
 
Peter Dvorský
Eliška Hašková Coolidge
Jakub Hrůša
Adam Plachetka
Jiří Vejvoda

Our team 
		
Ivana Leidlová  
Founder and Director 

Markéta Rybárová  
Production Manager 

Eliška Kofroňová   
PR and Marketing Manager 
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Support us

Contact:
Zámek Liteň, z.s.
Liteň č. ev. 1
267 27
IČ: 22752391
www.zamekliten.cz
info@zamekliten.cz

Bank Account: 
250474532/0300
IBAN: CZ39 0300 0000 0002 5047 4532
BIC (SWIFT) CEKOCZPP


