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THE INTRODUCTORY BY IVANA LEIDLOVÁ 

Dear friends and supporters of the Association of Chateau Liteň, 

As I have mentioned many times before, at the very beginning of the 
activities of the non-profit organization Association of Chateau Liteň 
was our meeting with Jarmila Novotná‘s son, George Daubek, in New 
York. His story revealed that he had a rather complicated relationship 
with his mother. Her work obligations and the diligence that made 
her a world-class star did not allow her to be the mom George wished 
to have at home every night although she certainly wanted to be.  

After his mother passed away in 1994, George acquired her 
entire archive – more than two dozen boxes of important papers, 
photographs, letters, awards, and artistic and personal artifacts. 
Yet he never looked at it for the entire 20 years since his mother‘s 
death. It was only our activities over the last ten years that 
prompted him to open the boxes full of historical photographs, 
letters with famous personalities, world-famous magazines with 
his mother‘s photographs on the cover, newspaper clippings, 
diaries, and contracts for the first time. For the last 5 years, he 
has worked on the archive practically every day, going through 
each material, reading all the letters, and organizing them.  

He surprised me the most when he decided to donate 
the entire estate of his mother Jarmila Novotná to the 
Association of Chateau Liteň, on the 10th anniversary of the 
non-profit organization, as a thank you not only for our work:  

“You know, Ivana“ - he said to me during a phone call in a moving 
voice - “it was only because of your work that I learned who my 
mother really was, that I was able to look at her with different eyes 
and, at least symbolically, to reconcile with her after all these years!“  

Let me share with you some of the unique archival materials we 
have collected, as well as a glimpse of our activities from the 11th 

festival season on the following pages.



Photo – J. Novotná with family,  
Prague, 1908

Painting - J. Novotná painted  
by Jaroslav Stein, a close family friend

Personal invitation to J. Novotná from R. Bing, founder of 
Glyndebourne Festival and later director of the MET Opera in New 
York, to perform at the Glyndebourne Festival in England (JN had to 
subsequently decline the invitation due to his move from the USA to 
Liteň), 1947

Appointment of J. Novotná as 
Honorary Member of the Czech artists‘ 
forum Umělecká beseda



Theatrical prop from the opera Der Rosenkavalier by R. Strauss 
– Octavian’s Metal Rose

Travel cosmetic case of  
J. Novotná, ca. 1928-29 Richard Nixon‘s personal letter to J. Novotna, 1986

Personal congratulations from J. Novotná to Václav Havel on his election as President, 1989

State Award of J. Novotná – Order of TGM IV. class, 1991



Franz Lehár‘s personal letter about his meeting with J. Novotna in Amsterdam, 1935

Picture - J. Novotná with her husband in their villa, Vienna – 
Hietzing, on the occasion of Jiří Daubek‘s 80th birthday, 1973

Telegram for J. Novotna from Max Reinhardt, 1931



Personal greetings from Rafael Kubelík, 1991

Personal letter from George Busch – 
congratulations to J. Novotná, 1990

Wooden fan with signatures of famous personalities 
(J. Vrchlický, J. Seifert, etc.), 1908

Photo - J. Novotná as Giuditta, 
Vienna, 1934

Large format poster - J. Novotná at the MET, used in the Daily 
News to promote Robin Hood Dell in Philadelphia





The 11th edition of the Jarmila Novotná Festival 
opened a parade of French horn players who 
came to Liteň for the second time. On April 23 
and 24, they met together during the participants’ 
concerts, also in the presence of members of the 
French horn section of the Czech Philharmonic 
Orchestra, they took away new knowledge from 
a workshop on contemporary music by a French 
horn player MgA. Ondřej Vrabec or from a lecture 
by MUDr. Pavel Drbal, where they learned much 
interesting information about proper breathing 
and posture.

The Liteň French Horn Days also invited the 
public to visit. Those interested in brass music 
were able to listen to the participants’ concerts 
throughout the weekend, see the exhibition of 
musical instruments by Brass Studio Prague, and 
enjoy a concert of hunting trumpeters in the 
chateau park.

LITEŇ FRENCH HORN DAYS 
APRIL 23–24, 2022





As a special addition to the 11th season of the 
Jarmila Novotná Festival, we included a vocal 
concert in support of Ukrainian artists who were 
forced to flee to the Czech Republic from the 
war in their homeland. Twelve young musicians 
presented their classical repertoire in the historic 
Čechovna Concert Hall at the fundraising concert 
titled THANK YOU WITH THE MUSIC on Friday, 
May 20. A variety of music by Mozart, Chopin, 
Beethoven, Piazzolla, Fauré, and others was 
performed. The young singers and musicians were 
accompanied by the renowned Ukrainian pianist 
Julia Olchevskaya Kopylova. The compere Dita 
Hradecká presented the evening and introduced 
the audience to the individual stories of the young 
artists only of teenage age. Most of them had to 
leave their country practically immediately with no 
resources and no idea of where they were going 
and what awaited them... 

The exclusive guest of the fundraising concert 
was the excellent singer Štefan Margita, who 
performed without any fee. 

All proceeds from the concert were donated 
to the performers from Ukraine. In total, we 
managed to hand over 120.000 CZK to the 
Ukrainian artists. 40.000 CZK were collected 
from the entrance fee, the Tipsport Foundation 
supported the concert with 60.000 CZK, and the 
Collection for the support of Ukrainian artists by 
the Academy of Artistic Talents raised 20.000 CZK 
for the performers.

FUNDRAISING CONCERT: 
THANK YOU WITH THE MUSIC 
MAY 20, 2022





The popular happening of the Central Bohemian 
Region‘s art schools on the Chateau grounds 
has established its traditional place among the 
festival‘s activities over the past three years. 
This time it took place on Sunday, May 22. The 
campus experienced an artistic afternoon with 
several outdoor stages in the chateau park and 
graduation concerts in Čechovna Concert Hall. A 
variety of music, dance, singing, and art program 
was prepared by the art schools from the Central 
Bohemia region. More than 200 art students 
performed on the chateau grounds throughout 
the day.

Admission was free for the public, and the 
voluntary admission fee was intended to benefit 
the reconstruction of the cultural monument 
of the orangery building, which will then form 
the background for the art courses held as part 
of the Jarmila Novotná Festival. Around 1,500 
spectators visited the Art Schools Open during 
the whole day.

ART SCHOOLS OPEN
CENTRAL BOHEMIA REGION 
MAY 22, 2022





In the middle of June, the chateau grounds 
came alive with the singing of young talents 
who, as every year, came to study at the Vocal 
Masterclasses in Liteň. For the second year in a 
row, they took place under the guidance of top-
class singers, world-renowned singing coach and 
mentor Margreet Honig, and the outstanding 
Czech soprano Simona Houda Šaturová. The duo 
was complemented by the young Slovak opera 
director Marek Mokoš, who visited our courses as 
a lecturer also in 2018. 

The 9th season of courses took place between June 
14 – 18 and was also exceptional for its exclusive 
cooperation with the Opera Studio of the 
Slovak National Theatre, whose members were 
participants of the courses. This time, the focus of 
their study was early Romanticism. The 9th edition 
of the Singing Courses in Liteň was also supported 
by the Slovak Institute in Prague.

9th SEASON of
VOCAL MASTERCLASSES
JUNE 14 - 18, 2022





„If music be the food of love, play on.“ 
William Shakespeare 

At the end of the singing courses in Liteň, we put 
on a scenic open-air concert in cooperation with 
the Opera Studio of the Slovak National Theatre 
called TOUCH OF LOVE. 

The singers performed beautiful arias of early 
romanticism, which were portrayed in scenic 
images depicting love in various forms. The 
theme of the concert found inspiration in the 
verses of William Shakespeare’s Sonnets. In the 
evening of June 18, the chateau park around the 
pond became a stage for this unique concert. 
The singers were accompanied by a nine-
member orchestra composed especially for this 
evening under the direction of Dušan Štefánek, 
conductor of the Slovak National Theatre and 
artistic guarantor of the Slovak National Theatre 
Opera Studio program. The students of the Opera 
Studio have been preparing for the concert for five 
days in the framework of singing courses together 
with their lecturers, the director and guarantors of 
the program, the aforementioned opera director 
Mark Mokoš, soprano Adriana Kohútková, and 
conductor Dušan Štefánek.

THE TOUCH OF LOVE 
JUNE 18, 2022









At the beginning of the festive Advent period, 
we prepared the first-ever Advent concert in 
the Čechovna Hall for our regular visitors and 
new listeners. This concert featured the Czech 
Philharmonic horn section, the Pavel Bořkovec 
Quartet, and their guests, who also invited 
selected graduates of the spring Liteň French 
Horn Days. In addition to the beautifully decorated 
Čechovna Concert Hall with a Christmas tree, the 
true festive atmosphere was also embraced by 
the voice of soprano Eva Esterková, a regular 
participant in our singing courses and the winner 
of the 2019 Jarmila Novotná Prize. The ear for 
music was delighted by thematic compositions by 
Mozart, Beethoven, and Weber, and the student 
French horn sextet was the icing on the cake. We 
were delighted by the great interest in this concert, 
hence we added an afternoon concert with the 
same program. The concerts took place on the first 
Sunday of Advent, November 27. 

The Advent market, which took place in the 
afternoon on the grounds of the Chateau Liteň, 
helped to set the true Christmas-expecting tone 
of the whole day.

ADVENT CONCERTS 
NOVEMBER 27, 2022



Another tree in the chateau park got its new 
patron. During the summer singing courses 
world-renowned singing technique teacher 
Margreet Honig and two of her famous students, 
outstanding singers Simona Houda Šaturová and 
Magdalena Kožená became patrons of the new 
tree in the Chateau Garden, Ulmus Minor.

NEW PATRONS  
OF A MEMORIAL TREE



The goal of The Association of Chateau Liteň is to 
revive the name of Jarmila Novotná; her musical 
legacy as a famous opera singer; a well-known 
celebrity and a great patriot, and to restore the 
Daubek family name through the creation of a 
cultural center in their former Liteň residence.

The Association tries:

- To renew musical and cultural life at the Chateau 
Liteň premises.

- To collect, preserve and promote valuable 
artifacts with their cultural-historical value 
depicting Jarmila Novotná´s life as well as that of 
the Daubek family and the Liteň manor.

- To support and initiate the creation of new 
works in all cultural and scientific branches.

- To support contemporary young artists across 
the artistic spectrum.

- To save and promote the Chateau Liteň cultural 
monuments.

- To support and take part in community projects.

THE ASSOCIATION 
OF CHATEAU LITEŇ
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