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THE INTRODUCTORY  
BY IVANA LEIDLOVÁ

Take a trip down memory lane in the following pages to be 
transported back to our amazing events in 2023 such as a 
concert by Stefan Margita, art or singing Masterclasses, Advent 
concerts, Horn Days and many other live art exhibitions. I would 
also like to tell you about a current project that is truly unique 
to the Liteň Chateau,  the complete reconstruction of the 
Orangery building, which is a cultural monument. 
Historical photographs show that the Orangery, like the entire 
chateau complex, has had a turbulent history. There used to be 
a greenhouse a few steps away from the chateau, where exotic 
fruits and thermophilic plants were grown alongside a viewing 
terrace which was next to the entrance gate, a workshop and a 
storehouse. But what purpose would it serve today?
I don’t imagine that anyone besides the architect and engineer 
Sehyl and the National Heritage Board could imagine how 
such a “hut“ could be converted into a beautiful and functional 
building.  Guided by their suggestions and the vision of many 
famous artists who visited Liteň, the transformation occurred, 
and the result is a new, beautifully lit multifunctional space that 
can be used as an art studio, exhibition space, classroom, lecture 
hall, concert hall or as a venue for various social events.
The entire reconstruction of the Orangery was possible due to 
the support from many of you as well as the financial support 
from the Central Bohemian Region.  The reconstruction was 
a huge success, which was also proven by the fact that the 
National Institute of Natural History has included it as a model 
to be followed for similar reconstructions. There is also a great 
interest in using the Orangery in 2024 to host part of the 
activities for the non-profit organization Zámek Liteň. 
I will be glad if we can meet in person in the Orangery next 
festival season!

Ivana Leidlová
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We have already had the opportunity and pleasure 
to invite Štefan Margita, an  excellent Czech 
singer to cooperate in our projects. The last time 
we worked together in 2022 he  supported our 
“Thank you with the music“ concert dedicated to 
Ukrainian artists.

This time our elite tenor performed at the Jarmila 
Novotná Festival with a program of songs from 
his album On the Right Path, specially adapted 
for Liteň. He was accompanied by Michal Kindl 
on the  piano and Iris Moris on cello. After the 
concert, there was also the opportunity to meet 
Štefan Margita in person and talk about his musical 
plans over a glass of wine during an autograph 
session.

ŠTEFAN MARGITA CONCERT
APRIL 16, 2023 



The third annual national meeting and musical 
workshop which gathers students, teachers, artists 
and the public with common interest in the French 
horn, took place in Liteň. This event promotes the 
transfer of experience, the improvement of playing 
under the guidance of professionals and offers 
educational workshops, ends with a joint public 
performance of students and teachers.

More than 20 students participated in the 
weekend workshops led by the excellent Czech 
horn players Kateřina Javůrková and Zdeněk 
Divoký. A highlight of this year‘s competition was 
the announcement of the best interpretations of 
French horn works. All students‘ concerts were 
open to the public, as well as the Sunday concert 
of Hunting Trumpeters in the chateau park.

LITEŇ FRENCH HORN DAYS
3rd SEASON
MAY 12 – 14, 2023



The culmination of this year‘s Liteň French 
Horn Days was a Saturday gala concert for the 
public called “French Horn Spring in Liteň”. The 
Saturday evening concert was enjoyed by both the 
enthusiastic audience and the musicians themselves 
while they listened to the joint performance of 
amateur horn players with professionals, giving 
lecturers the chance to play alongside the top 
players of this musical instrument.

The concert began with a joint composition of 
all participants of the French Horn Days. The 
audience had the opportunity to hear excellent 
horn players such as  Kateřina Javůrková, Dorota 
Šimonová, the horn duo of brothers Mikuláš and 
Kryštof Koska and a unique female horn quartet.  
Bedřich Smetana‘s Vltava and Beethoven‘s 
famous Egmont Overture were arranged for eight 
French horns and received the greatest round of 
applause from the audience.

FRENCH HORN GALA
MAY 13, 2023



This popular event for elementary art schools in the 
Central Bohemia Region has already established 
its traditional place among the festival activities 
for the past five years. These artistic afternoons 
offer several open-air stages in the chateau park 
as well as concerts in the Čechovna Hall. A varied 
program was prepared by 16 elementary art 
schools from the Central Bohemia region, Prague 
and the Pilsen region, with international guests for 
example from Germany - Concert Band - Music 
and Art School Havelland. More than 250 artists 
performed in Liteň throughout the day, and it was 
a truly magical day.

Entrance for the public was free and the event 
hosted more than 1,500 spectators during  the Art 
Schools Open day.

ZUŠ OPEN – ART SCHOOLS OPEN
CENTRAL BOHEMIA REGION
MAY 21, 2023



For the first time, we opened the newly renovated 
Orangery Building to the public for a three-day 
art weekend called “Through the Eyes of Josef 
Mánes“. The art weekend was open to the public, 
was led by painter Ondřej Maleček and educator 
Monika Švec Sybolová and focused on landscape 
themes such as the chateau park, the surroundings 
of the Daubek family tomb, and the Jewish 
cemetery in Liteň, where Josef Mánes worked. The 
workshop, which was organized in cooperation 
with the National Gallery of Prague, ended with 
an exhibition of the participants‘ works created 
in the chateau‘s Orangery.

Liteň was a place where Josef Mánes regularly 
visited his patrons, the Daubek family, whose 
portraits he painted. He also spent a lot of time 
in the vicinity of Liteň, where he painted other 
pictures.

ART WEEKEND “THROUGH  
THE EYES OF JOSEF MÁNES”
JUNE 2 – 4, 2023



On Sunday, June 4, the public had the opportunity 
to commemorate Josef Mánes, an important and 
frequent visitor of Liteň Chateau, not only with the 
vernissage of works created during the weekend 
in Liteň, but also with a lecture about his life and 
work in the chateau. An interesting lecture was 
opened to the public and was prepared by Monika 
Švec Sybolová (an educator at the National Gallery 
in Prague), who presented to the visitors individual 
works by Josef Mánes that he created in the Liteň 
area or that belonged to the Daubek family. She 
explained his creative intentions, the techniques he 
used and the details of his works.

The whole program was free of charge and invited 
public for the festive opening of the beautifully 
renovated Orangery.

LECTURE ABOUT JOSEF MÁNES 
AND VERNISSAGE  
JUNE 4, 2023



At the beginning of September, the chateau area 
came alive with the singing of young singers 
who came to study at the Vocal Masterclasses in 
Liteň, as they do every year. The jubilee 10th year 
of the Masterclasses was exceptional, especially 
due to the cooperation with the top lecturers. The  
11 students, who took part in the Masterclasses, 
were led by the excellent Czech lecturer Dr. Prof. 
Helena Kaupová and, on her recommendation, 
by the well-respected American vocal coach 
and pianist Kamal Khan. Apart from Kamal Khan, 
the students were also accompanied by pianist 
Ahmad Hedar. The Masterclasses focused on the 
interpretation of the world and Slavic opera and 
song repertoire. This project had regional, national, 
and international significance. 

VOCAL MASTERCLASSES
10th SEASON
SEPTEMBER 4 - 8, 2023



At the end of the Vocal Masterclasses in Liteň in 
Čechovna there was a gala concert for the public 
called “Classical Music Taken Not Too Seriously“ 
where the participants of the Masterclasses 
performed, accompanied by Ahmad Hedar and 
Kamal Khan on piano. Ten performers from the 
Czech Republic, Slovakia, Germany, and Ukraine, 
together with their teachers, prepared an attractive 
concert of songs and arias by Gioacchino Rossini, 
Giacomo Puccini, Giuseppe Verdi, Antonín Dvořák 
and others. More than 150 enthusiastic spectators 
gave thunderous applause to the young singers 
who, although they already have professional 
careers and engagements in theatres, they still 
want to advance in their careers and have chosen 
the singing Masterclasses at the Jarmila Novotná 
Festival for their further development.

CONCERT “CLASSICAL MUSIC 
TAKEN NOT TOO SERIOUSLY”  
SEPTEMBER 8, 2023



On the second Sunday of Advent, we prepared 
Advent concerts in the Čechovna hall for our 
regular visitors and new listeners. For this year, we 
approached the excellent soprano Simona Houda 
Šaturová, who, accompanied by pianist Lenka 
Navrátilová and violinist Terézia Hledíková, 
prepared a special Christmas program for the 
Jarmila Novotná Festival. Masterpieces by George 
Fridrich Händel, Ludwig van Beethoven, César 
Franck or an inconspicuous little composition 
by Jan Jakub Ryba were performed, in which 
the ladies demonstrated the technical brilliance 
of their interpretation. The dramaturgy of the 
concert was chosen with unprecedented ease and 
sensitivity. At the end of the concert, Czech carols 
were played, arranged by Karel Stecker, which 
made the full Čechovna Hall echo with the sounds 
everyone singing. The pleasant Advent mood of the 
afternoon and evening concerts was underlined by 
the aroma of mulled wine served on the terrace of 
the chateau together with homemade sweets.

This event solemnly closed the 12th season of the 
Jarmila Novotná Festival.

ADVENT CONCERTS 
DECEMBER 10, 2023



The goal of The Association of Chateau Liteň 
is to revive the name of Jarmila Novotná; her 
musical legacy as a famous opera singer; a  
well-known celebrity and a great patriot, and to 
restore the Daubek family name through the 
creation of a cultural center in their former Liteň 
residence.

The Association tries:

THE ASSOCIATION 
OF CHATEAU LITEŇ 

NEW AVENUE OF TREES 
AT THE CHATEAU LITEŇ

The Advisory Board of the 
Association of the Chateau 
Liteň 
 
Peter Dvorský
Eliška Hašková Coolidge
Jakub Hrůša
Adam Plachetka
Jiří Vejvoda

Our team 
		
Ivana Leidlová  
Founder and Director 

Markéta Rybárová  
Production Manager 

Eliška Kofroňová   
PR and Marketing Manager 

At the beginning of June, during the opening 
ceremony at the end of the Art Weekend, which 
took place at the Chateau Liteň from June 2 to 
4, 2023, a new avenue of trees was opened. The 
restoration of the avenue was realized with the 
support of the Tipsport Foundation. Thank you 
very much!

Thanks to the Foundation, the promenade to the 
chateau will be green and the crowns of the avenue 
will soon provide shade for all artists, spectators, 
and visitors to the chateau.

To all of you who regularly visit us at the Chateau 
Liteň or who have just discovered us, we thank you 
for your support and look forward to many more 
shared cultural experiences in the next season. 

To renew musical and cultural life at the Chateau     
Liteň premises. 

To collect, preserve and promote valuable 
artifacts with their cultural-historical value 
depicting Jarmila Novotna´s life as well as that 
of the Daubek family and the Liteň manor. 

To support and initiate the creation of new works 
in all cultural and scientific branches. 

To support contemporary young artists across 
the artistic spectrum. 

To save and promote the Chateau Liteň cultural 
monuments. 

To support and take part in community projects. 
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